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From the Commander 



 

3 

    From the 1st Vice Commander 

        

4th District Family: 
 
Congratulations to all our newly elected officers, staff, and Program Chairpersons through-
out the 4th District. This is the beginning of a wonderful year, and I look forward       to all 
the amazing things we are going to do for our communities, Posts, and State.  
 
I was able to see many of you at the Department Convention in Orlando last month and as 
we united over 4 days and received some wonderful training. Unfortunately, I had to cut my 
stay short after being sworn in by our new Department 1st Vice Commander Jessica Moore, 
as I had to head over to Tallahassee for 9 days to serve as a Counselor for Florida Ameri-
can Legion Boys State. While there, I was able to visit with most of the boys from District 4 
and I must admit it was an honor to witness a great program in action. Our program ranks 
amongst the best in the nation and National was there to interview staff and see us in ac-
tion. Our very own Alex Wood from Post 27 won the Commanders cup with highest test 
scores, and I was presented an award for Staff Counselor of the Year – humbling to say the 
least.  
 
Last year Doug and I embarked on a year full of engagement with all of you and creating 
relationships and support that was essential in unifying the 4th District. While many of our 
Posts in our District broke records for attaining 100% or better in membership we had a few 
posts fall short. Overall, the 4th District did a fantastic job in membership, and I know that we 
see every post achieve that 100% mark for 2024-2025. While the $3 dues increase from 
Department did not get approved at convention, please know it is on the horizon and will be 
brought to the floor once again. We MUST strive to reach the basic goals established by 
National and we must use those 400 and 400 AD lists to bring those members into our 
posts. Betty Wagner, our new District Membership Chairperson, and I will be working to-
gether with each of you to insure we meet the 100% goal throughout the district. While pro-
grams are important, membership is key to the growth of the American Legion. My job is to 
ensure that each of us within the 4th District are doing our part this year when it comes to 
membership. If you need any assistance with membership, please reach out sooner in the 
year. I will be monitoring the weekly reports and will be in contact as I did last year with all 
of you as we do begin conducting Commanders Visits.  
 
I am here to help and assist you and your post in achieving every success, so here ’s to the 
new year. Now get those memberships.  
 
 
Darcy Bockman-Wright, 4th District, 1st Vice Commander 
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    From the 2nd Vice Commander 

        

Greetings 4th District:  
 
Let me introduce myself, I am the latest addition to Doug's 4th District team. My 
name is Brian Ploetz, pronounced with a silent "o". I am also the 2nd Vice of Post 
284 and now the 2nd Vice of 4th District. I am a strong supporter of the programs of 
The American Legion. Let me start with the program closest to my heart, and that is 
the Blood Donor Program. You see in 1984 I was severely injured in a near fatal auto 
accident. I punctured my right lung with the stick shift. I was clinically dead, zapped 
back to life twice and transfused with twenty-four (24) units of blood. So, think of this, 
twenty-four (24) persons stepped up to save my life.  
  
Last year I was introduced to the Oratorical Speech Program. If you have never 
heard a passionate High Schooler, give a speech based on our American Constitu-
tion, I highly recommend you do so. At the convention last month, we heard from the 
current Governor of the Boy's State program. Again, we heard him speak with re-
spect to the honor of being elected last year to the Governor’s position by the young 
men he attended Boy's State with. After hearing the speakers of Oratorial and Boy's 
State, you, like I, would realize there is strong hope for the youth of our nation. 
  
Lastly, I would like to address the need to do your Buddy checks. Please call your 
members current and past who need your encouragement to stay involved in your 
community and Post. Explain what you as an individual and Post could do for them. 
Maybe they need help with transport for groceries, a VA appointment, or your month-
ly meeting. Your calls should not be of just asking them to pay their dues. Your calls 
should be centered on their welfare. With your help and support they will see that 
their friendship and yours will be more fulfilled. 
  
Please ask the 2nd Vice of your Post to ask me to come and speak to your Post at 
their monthly meeting. I would like to visit all our 4th District Posts to speak of the 
American Legion Programs and encourage your participation with proven ideas. 
  
4th District 2nd Vice Commander 
Brian Ploetz 
920-918-9832 
read-tired@charter.net 

mailto:read-tired@charter.net
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District Meetings 

10 August 2024 @ Post 58 Dunnellon 
9 November 2024 @ Post 149 Newberry 
1 February 2025 @ Post 230 Hawthorne 

(Registration begins at 9:00 AM, meetings start at 10:00 AM) 

DCC (District Constitutional Conference) 

27 April 2025 @ Post 284 Belleview 
(Registration begins at Noon, meetings start at 1:00 PM) 

Training Dates 

7 September 2024 @ Post 56 Starke 
(For Posts 16, 56, 149, 153, 230, 236, & 314) 

(Registration begins at 9:00 AM, training starts at 10:00 AM) 
 

14 September 2024 @ Post 77 Inverness 
(For Posts 27, 58, 77, 155, 166, 210, 225, 237, 284, & 354) 

(Registration begins at 8:00 AM, training starts at 9:00 AM) 
 

7 June 2025 @ Post 16 Gainesville 
(Incoming Officers) 

(Registration begins at 9:00 AM, training starts at 10:00 AM) 
 

District Oratorical Contest 
25 January 2025 @ Post 155 Crystal River 

(Arrive NLT 9:45 AM, competition starts promptly at 10:00 AM) 
 

 
 A BIT OF HUMOR 
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You're missing out if you aren’t following our District Facebook page yet.  

 

It's a great source of information on events happening throughout the  

District, as well as State - and Legion - wide events.  

 

You'll also find highlights of our Country's history, reminders for recurring 
items, and much more.  

 

To follow us, visit the American Legion 4th District Family Dept. of FL page  

and click on "Like". 

#AmericanLegionFamily #ALFLDistrict4 #DepartmentofFlorida 

 

Linda Linthicum 

4th District FB Administrator 

Email:  lindaalinthicum@gmail.com 
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